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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLAB, ICFTU, SF 

SUBJECT: ICFTU DELEGATION TO SOUTH AFRICA 
REF: JOHANNESBURG 0917 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY: CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 
INTO LABOR LEGISLATION AND ADVISOR TO THE MINISTER OF 
LABOR, NIC WIEHAHN, HAS CLAIMED THE RECENT VISIT BY 
TWO ICFTU EXECUTIVES AS ANOTHER SUCCESS IN HIS 
CAMPAIGN TO REDUCE SOUTH AFRICA'S ISOLATION FROM 
THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR MOVEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. A TWO-MAN DELEGATION FROM THE INTERNATIONAL CON- 
FEDERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS, ANDREW KAILEMBO, 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 JOHANN 01 117 021241Z 

CHIEF OF THE AFRICA DIVISION, AND STEEN SILLEMAN, 

CHIEF OF THE EDUCATION DIVISION, ARRIVED IN SOUTH 
AFRICA FOR A BRIEF, LOW-KEY VISIT ON APRIL 18. THEY 
WERE MET A JAN SMUTS AIRPORT IN JOHANNESBURG BY SKAKES 
SIKHIKHANE OF THE URBAN TRAINING PROJECT, TAFFY ADLER 
OF THE INDUSTRIAL AID SOCIETY AND BRIAN FREDERICKS 
OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF MOTOR ASSEMBLY AND ALLIED 
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WORKERS. 

3. ACCORDING TO RIAAN DEVILLIERS, LABOR REPORTER FOR 
THE RAND DAILY MAIL. WHEN KAILEMBO WAS CONTACTED BY 
TELEPHONE IN SWAZILAND ON APRIL 25, HE "DENIED THE 
PARTY HAD BEEN TO SOUTH AFRICA AND ECLINED TO GIVE 
ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THEIR TOUR". 

4. SIG HANNIG OF THE STAR REPORTS THAT THE VISIT TOOK 
PLACE WITH THE FULL KNOWLEDGE OF NIC WIEHAHN, CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO LABOR LEGISLATION. 

HE QUOTES WIEHAHN AS SAYING. "WE HAVE NOTHING TO HIDE 
ON THE LABOR FRONT.. ..OUR PRESENT LAWS AND PRACTICES 
MAY NOT BE BEYON REPROACH, BUT THEY ARE UNDER INVESTI 
GATION. OUR MOST POWERFUL WEAPON AGAINST HOSTILITY 
AND BOYCOTTS IS COMPLETE FRANKNESS AND SINCERITY". 
REFERRING TO HIS OWN RECENT THREE WEEK TOUR OF EUROPE 
AND THE UNITED STATES, WIEHAHN SAID. "MY VISIT WAS 
SUCCESSFUL TO THE EXTENT THAT I WAS SUCCESSFUL IN STAV- 
ING OFF PLANNED ECONOMIC ACTION AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA. 
BUT THIS DOES NOT ABSOLVE US FROM THE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF KEEPING UP WITH THE DEMANDS OF OUR TIMES TO 
ACHIEVE A FULLY DEMOCRATIC LABOR SYSTEM". 

5. COMMENT: WHILE AT JAN SMUTS TO MEET ANOTHER VISITOR, 
THE REGIONAL LABOR OFFICER MET KAILEMBO AND SILLEMAN. 
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THEY EXPLAINED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THEIR VISIT WAS TO 
STUDY THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ASSISTANCE WHICH IS 
CURRENTLY BEING PROVIDED BY THE ICFTU TO UTP, IAS AND 
THE NUMAAW. THE FACT THAT KAILEMBO AND SILLEMAN WERE 
ABLE TO OBTAIN VISAS ATTESTS TO WIEHAHN'S AND THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE TO BREAK THROUGH 
THE INCREASING ISOLATION WHICH THEY FEEL IN INTERNA- 
TIONAL LABOR CIRCLES. 

JOHNSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR UNIONS, VISITS, INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1 978JOHANN01 1 1 7 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780186-1012 

Format: TEL 

From: JOHANNESBURG 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978051 03/aaaadjwu. tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a941d593-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 JOHANNESBURG 91 7 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2521923 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ICFTU DELEGATION TO SOUTH AFRICA 
TAGS: ELAB, SF, ICFTU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a941d593-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



